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18. SOME EXAMPLES OF CHARACTER DESCRIPTION;OF
WELL-KNOWN PERSONS
It may be interesting at this point to draw attention to the
various conceptions of character and personality that underlie
the judgments passed by the living on the dead. An excellent
set of portraits, each furnished with a thumb-nail sketch of its
subject by an eminent writer or statesman, has been issued by
the National Portrait Gallery. The stages of development in the
appreciation of the complexity of human character and personality
which we have been trying to make clear, are all represented in
these sketches. Here, for example, is a Theophrastian sketch of
the Aggressive Man (quiet until aroused) by "Mr John Drink-
water; he describes Oliver Cromwell as:
An inconspicuous farmer with a modest local reputation in
.public affairs until he was forty. But his character epitomized the
smouldering Puritan revolt, and when civil war broke out he
revealed a demoniac energy. He made and led a new army which
was never defeated in the field. Destroying Royalist tyranny, he
himself became an autocratic ruler for ten years.
And here, in the manner of La Bruyere, is the pen-portrait of
Sir Robert Walpole (the man of many parts, all admirable) by
Mr Lloyd George:
Was the chief architect of our present constitution, transferring
power from the Lords to the Commons, creating the post of Prime
Minister and the system of Cabinet Government. He was a great
Parliamentarian, a powerful debater, and an adroit manager of the
House of Commons. A sound Finance Minister, he established the
Sinking Fund, laid the foundations of* Free Trade, supported
religious tolerance, and was a passionate advocate of peace.
Here, again, is a * magpie3 portrait of J. M. W. Turner by Sir
Charles Holmes:
The son of a Covent Garden barber, he passed his life in sordid
retirement, while acquiring great wealth, and a fame which is now
world-wide, by the power, the ethereal delicacy, and the incom-
parable splendours of his landscape painting.
Here is the portrait of a man with the defects of his qualities,
Lord Castlereagh, as seen by Mr Duff Cooper:
For ten years he spoke for England in the councils of Europe,
and largely contributed towards the defeat of Napoleon and the
construction of a lasting peace. Strikingly handsome, he was a
poor orator and despised popularity. During mental collapse,
caused by overwork, he committed suicide. The malice of the
Whigs pursued him beyond the grave, and for long prevented due
recognition of his great services.